
 
 
 

 

September 17, 2019 
 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:  SB 293 (Skinner) Oakland Waterfront Revitalization and Environmental Justice Infrastructure Financing 

District  
Support from Oakland Athletics 

 
Dear Governor Newsom: 

 
On behalf of the board and staff at Playworks, we respectfully ask that you sign into law SB 293.   
 
SB 293 (Skinner) is intended to support the development of the Howard Terminal site in Oakland to include a baseball 
ballpark for the Oakland A’s, as well as much-needed housing and retail, including affordable housing and mixed-use 
development that will provide access to the waterfront. 
 
The A’s have publicly committed to transforming an industrial site through environmental clean-up with private 
dollars that will allow access to the waterfront and increased public usage. The Oakland IFD will establish a 
mechanism for funding the public infrastructure and environmental justice initiatives needed for the Oakland 
waterfront. The City will use tax increment generated from the project to provide an additional source of funding 
for the significant and much-needed infrastructure investment in the community. 
 
The bill seeks to also create a funding source for projects that could serve to address local environmental justice 
issues and improve the health outcomes of people in West Oakland. Solving environmental justice issues in West 
Oakland requires a multi-faceted approach, and there is no single solution. However, this legislation signifies an 
important step forward in the process by providing resources for environmental justice initiatives in the area. 
 
The project will require tax increment associated with SB 293 to achieve the world-class waterfront parks and open 
spaces, remediation of existing soil and groundwater contaminants, and implementation of a community benefits 
package that provides jobs and economic development opportunities to the surrounding residents and 
neighborhoods. This project cannot be built to the level of services and amenities we desire without this legislation.  
 
The Oakland A’s privately financed ballpark district at Howard Terminal is a once-in-a-generation opportunity. This 
project will ensure that the Oakland A’s – the last professional sports team in Oakland – will entertain and unify 
Oaklanders for generations to come. It has the potential to generate significant economic and community benefits.  
 
SB 293 is a major step in this project. We respectfully request that you sign this legislation into law. 
 
Regards, 
 
Jill Vialet 

 
CEO/Founder 
638 Third Street, Oakland, CA 94607 
510-338-4262 
jill.vialet@playworks.org 
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