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Kindergarten: My Favorite Sport: Baseball
by Nancy Streza
In My Favorite Sport: Baseball students will learn all about America’s pastime. Each My Favorite 
Sport book includes engaging nonfiction text about the game, the field, the rules, the scoring, the 
equipment, and the skills needed to play the game.

1 st Grade: Anybody’s Game
by Heather Lang
In 1950, Kathryn Johnston wanted to play Little League, but an unwritten rule kept girls from trying 
out. So she cut off her hair and tried out as a boy under the nickname “Tubby.” She made the 
team—and inspired future generations. An inspiring and suspenseful story about what it means to 
want to do something so badly you’re willing to break the rules—and how, sometimes, breaking the 
rules can lead to change.

2 nd Grade: Becoming Babe Ruth
by Matt Tavares
Before he is known as the Babe, George Herman Ruth is just a boy who lives in Baltimore and gets 
into a lot of trouble. But when he turns seven, his father brings him to the gates of Saint Mary’s 
Industrial School for Boys, and his life is changed forever. At Saint Mary’s, he’s expected to study 
hard and follow a lot of rules. But there is one good thing about Saint Mary’s: almost every day, 
George gets to play baseball. Here, under the watchful eye of Brother Matthias, George evolves as a 
player and as a man, and when he sets off into the wild world of big-league baseball, the school, the 
boys, and Brother Matthias are never far from his heart. With vivid illustrations and clear affection 
for his subject, Matt Tavares sheds light on an icon who learned early that life is what you make of it 
— and sends home a message about honoring the place from which you came.

3 rd Grade: The William Hoy Story
by Nancy Churnin  
All William Ellsworth Hoy wanted to do was play baseball. After losing out on a spot on the local 
deaf team, William practiced even harder—eventually earning a position on a professional team. 
But his struggle was far from over. In addition to the prejudice Hoy faced, he could not hear the um-
pires’ calls. One day he asked the umpire to use hand signals: strike, ball, out. That day he not only 
got on base but also changed the way the game was played forever. William “Dummy” Hoy became 
one of the greatest and most beloved players of his time!



4 th Grade:  The Funniest Man in Baseball
by Audrey Vernick 
A hilarious picture book biography about Max Patkin, a professional ballplayer turned legendary 
baseball clown, from the author of the acclaimed Brothers at Bat and other baseball nonfiction.
Max Patkin was pitching in the minor leagues when he was injured and had to leave his dreams 
behind. He joined the Navy and eventually was able to play again while in the military . . . and this 
time he got to pitch against superstar Joe DiMaggio. When Joe hit one of Max’s throws out of the 
park, Max threw down his glove, left the mound, and chased Joe around the bases, making faces 
and imitating his every move. The crowd loved it! And a baseball clown was born.
This inspiring and comical biography carries an important message: Life doesn’t always turn out 
exactly as you hope . . . but moving in a new direction can sometimes bring happy surprises.

5 th Grade: The Kid Who Only Hit Homers
by Matt Christopher 
Sylvester loves baseball, but he isn’t exactly what you’d call a good hitter. Even though he wants 
nothing more than to join his neighborhood team, the Hooper Redbirds, he’s sure he’ll never do 
anything more than warm the bench. But then he meets the mysterious Mr. Baruth who promises 
to make Sylvester one of the best players ever. Suddenly, Sylvester goes from the worst player on 
the team to the kid who can only hit homers.
With his overnight success, however, come tough questions. Will Sylvester ever learn the true 
meaning of teamwork? And what will happen when he has to learn to stand on his own?
This beloved story about baseball, confidence, perseverance, and being a good teammate is a 
modern classic and sure to win over a new generation of young sports fans.

6 th Grade: The Lucky Baseball Bat
by Matt Christopher 
When Martin moves to a new neighborhood, he wants nothing more than to make a good 
impression on his new teammates. After all, Martin loves baseball more than anything, and all he 
wants is to prove he’s worth his spot on the team. And with his lucky baseball bat in hand, what 
could go wrong?


