
CHECK YOUR LOCATION
 It may seem too easy, but physically moving your router may result in 
increased speed and signal strength. Make sure your router isn’t stuck in a 
corner, in a cabinet or under your desk. You may have to get creative to make 
sure your router is more centrally located, but it will be worth it in the long run.

 Try and get your router as close as possible to the devices you use the 
most or require the most bandwidth. It might sound crazy, but try to keep your 
router away from other devices that may cause interference like wireless 
keyboards, baby monitors, cordless phones and even microwaves.

CHANGE YOUR SETTINGS
 Your router uses different channels and bands to communicate with all of 
the devices in your home. If you have neighbors close by, they may be using the 
same, default channels on their router as you are. Each router will be different, 
so check its manual if you’re not sure, but the least used default channels are 1, 
6 and 11. Also, routers broadcast in both 2.4GHz and 5GHz frequencies. Try 
switching between the two if one is more congested. 5GHz will be faster, but it 
has a shorter range than 2.4GHz.

EXTEND YOUR SIGNAL
 If you’re still not getting enough out of your setup, try installing a Wi-Fi 
extender or repeater. Most of these devices plug into a wall socket and extend 
your wireless network to the “dead zones” in your house. These new signals 
won’t be as strong as the ones coming directly from your router, so try and use 
these for devices that don’t need a lot of bandwidth (smart lights, printers, etc.). 

 You can also try a powerline kit. These devices use your existing home 
electrical wiring to carry digital signals. Plug one end in near your router 
and the other end where you’re having connection issues and you should 
see big improvement.

UPGRADE YOUR SETUP
 If all else fails, you may want to replace the router that your internet 
provider included with your service. Check with your provider to see which 
model works with your current system. Newer routers can support more 
devices, push your Wi-Fi signal further and operate at a higher speed. If buying 
a new device isn’t a possibility, try upgrading your router’s firmware to take 
advantage of new software upgrades and fixes that might help get the most out 
of your home setup.
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